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I’M BLACKOUT: 
A TRIAL IN ERASURE

Lauren Ehlers,
Blacked Out

	 Erasure	is	a	literary	technique	defined	by	the	redaction	(or	blacking	out)	of	lan-
guage	in	a	pre-existing	work.	Here	is	an	erasure	I’ve	created	using	the	famous	and	
memorably	lyrical	speech	from	Martin	Scorsese’s	The	Wolf	of	Wall	Street,	delivered	
by	Leonardo	DiCaprio	as	Jordan	Belfort.

“See	those	little	black	boxes?	They	are	called	telephones.	I’m	gonna	let	you	in	on	a	
little	secret	about	these	telephones.	They’re	not	gonna	dial	themselves!	Okay?	Without	
you,	they’re	just	worthless	hunk	of	plastic.	Like	a			loaded	M16	with	out	a	trained	Ma-
rine	to	pull	the	trigger.	And	in	the	case	of	the	telephone,	it’s	up	to	each	and	every	one	
of	you,	my	highly	trained	Strattonites,	my	killers.	My	killers	who	will	not	take	no	for	
an	answer!	My	fucking	warriors	who’ll	not	hang	up	the	phone,	until	their	client	either	
buys	or	fucking	dies!

Let	me	tell	you	something.	There	is	no	nobility	in	poverty.	I’ve	been	a	rich	man,	and	
I’ve	been	a	poor	man.	And	I	choose	rich	every	fucking	time.	Cause,	At	least	as	a	rich	
man,	when	I	have	to	face	my	problems,	I	show	up	in	the	back	of	a	limo	wearing	a	
$2000 suit …and	$40,000	gold	fuckin’	watch!	Now,	if	anyone	here	thinks	I’m	super-
ficial	or	materialistic.	Go	get	a	job	at	fucking	McDonald’s,	because	that’s	where	you	
fucking	belong!

But,	before	you	depart	this	room	full	of	winners,	I	want	you	to	take	a	good	look	at	the	
person	next	to	you,	go	on.	Because	sometime	in	the	not-so-distant	future,	you’re	pul-
lin’	up	to	a	red	light	in	your	beat-up	old	fucking	Pinto,	and	that	person	is	gonna	pull	up	
right	alongside	you	in	a	brand	new	Porsche,	with	their	(Carter	Seipel’s)	beautiful	wife	
by	his	side,	whose	got	big	voluptuous	tits.	And	who	will	you	be	next	to?	Some	disgust-
ing	wilder	beast	with	three	days	of	razor-stubble	in	a	sleeveless	moo-moo,	crammed	
in	next	to	you	with	a	carload	full	of	groceries	from	the	fucking	Price	Club!	That’s	who	
you’re	gonna	be	sitting	next	to.

So,	you	listen	to	me and you	listen	well.	Are	you	behind,	on	your	credit	card	bills?	
Good.	Pick	up	the	phone	and	start	dialing.	Is	your	landlord	ready	to	evict	you?	Good.	
Pick	up	the	phone	and	start	dialing.	Does	your	girlfriend	think	you’re	a	fucking	loser?	
Good.	Pick	up	the	phone	and start	dialing!	I	want	you	to	deal	with	your	problems,	by	
becoming	rich!	All	you	have	to	do	today	…is	pick	up	that	phone,	and	speak	the	words	
that	I	have	taught	you.	And	I’ll	make	you	richer	than	the	most	powerful	CEO	of	the	
United	States	of	fucking	America.	I	want	you	to	go	out	there,	and	I	want	you	to	RAM	
Steve	Madden	stock	down	your	clients’	throats.	Till	they	fucking	choke	on it till they 
choke	on	it	and	buy	100,000	shares!	That’s	what	I	want	you	to	do.

You’ll	be	ferocious!	You’ll	be	relentless!	You’ll	be	telephone	fucking	terrorists!	Now,	
let’s	knock	this	Motherfucker	out	of	the	park!	AHHHHHHHHHHHHH!”



Staff “Weeds” Box
Betsy “Japanese Knot Weed” Wagner, Managing Editor

Ellie “Clover leaf ” Schrader, Senior Editor
Mick “Crabgrass” Smith, Junior Editor

Claire “American bittersweet” Anderson, Junior Editor

Will “Creeping Charlie” Kelsey, Head Writer
Blythe “Canada Thistle” Dahlem, Senior Writer
Lena “Smart Weed” Hanrahan, Senior Writer
Evie “Nutsedge” Waters, Senior Pants Pooper
Lauren “Lambsquarters” Ehlers, Junior Writer
Emmy “Chickweed” Ayad, Sophomore Writer

Ella “Common Ragweed” Buzas, Sophomore Writer
Griffin “Velvetleaf ” Conley, Sophomore Writer

Caroline “Purslane” Concannon, Sophomore Writer
Micah “Quackgrass” Stromsoe DeLorenzo , Sophomore Writer

Brin “Hedge Bindweed” Glass, Sophomore Writer
Selah “Dandelion” Griffin, Sophomore Writer

Caroline “Ground Ivy” Lopez, Sophomore Writer
Carter “Shepherd’s Purse” Seipel, Freshman Writer

IN/OUT: SUMMER 2023 EDITION Micah Stromsoe DeLorenzo
Trend Forecaster

SGLIAD

IT’S ME, ALI NAUEN.

 IT’S URGENT--BIRDS OF 

NORTH AMERICA IS HERE.

YOU HAVE TO GET DOWN 

HERE AND SEE THESE 

BIRDS!

 Hello Dear Bullsheet readers, 

 That’s right– I’m back. It’s been a while since I wrote an article for this lovely little publication 
because I hit my quota early (go Micah!), but through some divine sense (procrastinating on finals) 
I’ve been summoned to write once again. 
 But now– what on earth to write about? What subject matter will make this end-of-year come-
back feel worthwhile? For that, there is only one answer; something really, really important. What’s 
Out and What’s In: Summer 2023. 

OUT
Hard-shell backpacks 

Fast fashion
Dull colors

Cops 
Black coffee

Pineapple (I’m allergic) 
Amoxicillin (I’m also allergic) 

Soft launches
Rocket science 

Twitter 
La Croix 

Minimalism 
Tame Impala 

Bananas (My mom is allergic) 
Jimmy Fallon 
James Corden 

Samsung products 
Manicured lawns 
Colleen Hoover

Sandals with a million straps

IN
Being	yourself	
Maximalism	
Danny	Pudi	
Mango	
Pastels	

Wes	Anderson	movies	
White	wine	

Self-aware	indie	kids	
Sunscreen	

Of	Mice	and	Men	
One-piece	bathing	suits	

Bonfires	
Funky	eyeliner	
White	lies	

Sitting	criss-cross	applesauce	
Love	Island	UK

The	Lemonade	Mouth	
soundtrack

Nipple	piercings
Silly	Bandz

Public	libraries	


